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Abstract 

The problems faced by students in learning Arabic, particularly in the teaching of 
writing, indicate that students experience difficulties in writing Arabic, such as errors 
in letter forms, letter connections, and the placement of harakat. Therefore, teachers 
need to choose the appropriate method for teaching writing skills. In this study, the 
researcher examined the imla’ manzhur method (visual dictation) due to its 
importance in addressing students’ difficulties in writing. The purpose of this research 
is to determine the implementation of the imla’ manzhur method and its effect on 
improving students’ writing skills at MTsS Nurul Falah. This research is a field study 
using a quantitative approach. The research design is an experimental study with a 
single group that was given a pre-test and a post-test. The researcher used several data 
collection techniques, namely observation, tests, interviews, and questionnaires. The 
results indicate that the implementation of the Imla’ Manzhur method consists of three 
main stages: (1) introduction, where the teacher greets and motivates the students; (2) 
core activities, where the teacher writes a text, explains its meaning, erases it, and 
dictates it again; and (3) closing, where the teacher reviews and corrects students’ 
work.  
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INTRODUCTION 

Arabic is one of the most important languages in the world, especially in the 
context of Islamic education, because many religious sources such as the Qur’an, 
hadith, and classical Islamic literature are written in Arabic. Therefore, Arabic 
learning should aim to develop the four main language skills: listening, speaking, 
reading, and writing. Among these skills, maharah al-kitabah (writing skill) is one of 
the most challenging for students because it requires accuracy in spelling, vocabulary 
mastery, and understanding of grammatical structures. Writing becomes even more 
difficult for students who have limited exposure to correct Arabic writing patterns and 
insufficient practice during learning processes. 

Based on preliminary observations at MTsS Nurul Falah, especially in class 
VIII B, students were found to have low writing ability. Many students still struggle 
with basic Arabic spelling rules (imla’), make frequent errors in vowels (harakat), and 
have difficulty remembering correct forms of words even after reading a passage 
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several times. This problem is also reflected in the pre-test scores, where the majority 
of students achieved scores far below the required proficiency level. These conditions 
indicate that the teaching methods used previously have not been fully effective in 
helping students master writing skills. 

One of the methods considered effective in teaching writing is the Imla’ 
Manzhur method, a technique in which students observe a text presented by the 
teacher, understand its meaning and structure, and then rewrite the text from memory 
after the teacher removes it from sight. This method encourages concentration, 
strengthens memory, improves spelling accuracy, and increases students’ engagement 
in the learning process. Several previous studies also highlight that Imla’ Manzhur can 
significantly improve students’ writing abilities because it integrates reading, 
understanding, and writing skills in a structured pattern. 

Considering the issues faced by students and the potential effectiveness of the 
Imla’ Manzhur method, this study aims to determine the effect of applying the Imla’ 
Manzhur method on improving the Arabic writing skills of students in class VIII B at 
MTsS Nurul Falah. Through this study, it is expected that an appropriate teaching 
method can be identified and applied to help students enhance their performance in 
learning Arabic, especially in the area of writing. 

METHOD 

This study employed a quantitative experimental approach using a One Group 
Pre-test Post-test Design. The research was conducted at MTsS Nurul Falah, with a 
total of 33 students from class VIII B as participants. This type of research has been 
conducted by a number of previous researchers such as (Abdurrahman et al., 2025; 
Apriliyanti & Rizki, 2023; Murad & R., 2023; Rohmansyah & Rizki, 2024). 

Research instruments included: 

• Observation of teacher and student activities, 
• Interviews with Arabic language teachers, 
• Written tests (pre-test and post-test), and 
• Documentation of students’ written work. 

Data were analyzed using a paired sample t-test to identify differences in 
students’ abilities before and after the implementation of the Imla’ Manzhur method. 
The results showed that the average score increased from 69.1 to 83.0, and the t-value 
(13.93) exceeded the t-table (2.44) at a 5% significance level, indicating a statistically 
significant improvement in students’ writing skill. 
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FINDINGS 

1. Theoretical Overview of the Imla’ Manzhur Method (Extended Version) 

The Imla’ Manzhur method is grounded in classical Arabic orthography (qawāʿid 
al-imlā’) and contemporary research on Arabic writing pedagogy. In general, imlāʼ 
refers to “dictation,” while manẓhūr denotes “that which is displayed visually.” 
Combining both concepts, Imla’ Manzhur can be defined as a visual–auditory–
kinesthetic writing technique that requires students to observe a text, understand it, 
and then rewrite it from memory after the text is removed. 

a. Conceptual Foundations 

Classical Arabic scholars emphasize that correct imlā’ requires 
mastery of letter forms, connections, harakat, hamzah rules, and word 
boundaries. According to Yahya (2014), orthographic accuracy is 
achievable when students receive systematic exposure, repetition, and 
meaningful practice. 

Modern researchers such as Munawwaroh (2020) and Ulil 
Abshariyah et al. (2024) argue that the Imla’ Manzhur method is effective 
because it stimulates dual coding: 

• Visual coding → strengthens memory of letter shapes and spelling 
patterns. 

• Auditory coding → reinforces phoneme–grapheme correspondence. 
• Kinesthetic action → enhances writing fluency through muscle 

memory 

b. Auditory Component 

After the visual stage, the teacher dictates the text clearly, slowly, and 
repeatedly. Dictation is designed to strengthen: 

• listening accuracy (samā‘ī), 
• phoneme-grapheme correspondence, 
• retention of sound patterns, 
• auditory sequencing skills. 

c. Kinesthetic Component 

Students then rewrite the text entirely from memory. This handwritten 
activity strengthens motor memory, particularly in: 

• pen control, 
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• letter alignment, 
• spacing and connectedness, 
• consistent application of orthographic rules. 

Overall, Imla’ Manzhur integrates three domains—visual, auditory, and 
kinesthetic—which is consistent with multimodal learning theory (Mayer, 
2005). This theoretical foundation explains why the method enhances accurate 
Arabic writing. 

2. Implementation Procedure 

The teaching procedure observed during the study was systematic and followed a 
consistent pattern across all lessons 

Stage 1: Presentation of Text  

The teacher selected short, structured texts suitable for class VIII. Texts were 
displayed clearly. Students were instructed to: 

• silently study the structure, 
• identify unfamiliar words, 
• observe harakat and letter connections. 

Stage 2: Vocabulary and Meaning Explanation 

The teacher clarified 

• difficult vocabulary, 
• linguistic forms, 
• grammatical indicators, 
• context and meaning of the text. 

Students were encouraged to ask questions. 

Stage 3: Text Removal 

Once comprehension was ensured, the teacher erased the text. This moment 
requires: 

• memory activation, 
• deep processing, 
• readiness for dictation. 

Stage 4: Dictation 
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The teacher dictated in phrases, pausing appropriately.  

• Students wrote without referring to visual aids.  
• The dictation was repeated 2–3 times to ensure mastery. 

Stage 5: Correction and Reflection 
After writing, the teacher:  

• checked spelling, 
• identified recurring errors, 
• provided corrective feedback, 
• asked students to rewrite their incorrect words. 

This cycle was repeated across four learning sessions. 

3. Pre-Test and Post-Test Results 

The quantitative findings indicate a significant improvement: 

• Pre-test average score: 69.1 
• Post-test average score: 83.0 
• t-count: 13.93 
• t-table (5%): 2.44 

Since t-count > t-table, the method significantly improved students’ writing 
performance. 

4. Observation Results 
a. Student Activity 
    Observations revealed: 

• Increased concentration during text display 
• Active participation and questioning 
• Greater enthusiasm during dictation 
• Noticeable improvement in accuracy each session 

b. Teacher Activity 
    The teacher: 

• Provided clear explanations 
• Dictated with proper pacing 
• Corrected errors constructively 
• Ensured all students participated 

These findings show effective implementation. 
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5. Interview Results 

Teachers stated that the method helped students recognize letter structures and 
recall vocabulary more easily. Students reported that: 
“It becomes easier to remember the Arabic text after seeing it first.” 
“My writing improved because I learned to focus.” 

6. Error Analysis 

Before the treatment, students commonly made the following mistakes: 

• Confusing similar letters ( ث/ت/ب ). 
• Missing harakat 
• Incorrect use of shaddah and sukun. 
• Wrong letter connection. 
• Errors in writing hamzah. 

After the treatment: 

• Letter confusion dropped by 55% 
• Harakat errors decreased by 47% 
• Shaddah errors decreased by 60% 
• Handwriting became clearer and more consistent 

This shows substantial improvement. 

7. Synthesis of Findings 

Combining all data, it is evident that Imla’ Manzhur: 

• Enhances visual memory 
• Strengthens comprehension before writing 
• Reduces writing errors significantly 
• Improves academic performance 
• Boosts students’ motivation and confidence 

Thus, the method is effective and feasible for Arabic writing instruction at 
MTs level. 

DISCUSSION 

The significant improvement in post-test scores indicates that the Imla’ 
Manzhur method is effective in enhancing writing skills. This aligns with Mayer’s 
multimodal theory, which states that learning improves when visual and auditory 
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channels are combined. Students in this study engaged visually with the text, listened 
carefully during dictation, and reproduced what they understood, leading to stronger 
memory retention. 

The reduction of errors in similar letters, harakat, and shaddah suggests that 
repeated exposure and guided dictation build stronger orthographic habits. These 
results support Susanti (2019), who found that Imla’ Manzhur improves accuracy in 
letter formation and spelling. 

Observation data reveal increased engagement, showing that students are more 
motivated when learning involves clear steps. This supports behaviorist principles that 
structured reinforcement leads to improved performance. 

The qualitative findings strengthen the quantitative results, confirming that 
students not only performed better on tests but also experienced improved confidence 
and comprehension. This dual improvement highlights the method’s holistic impact. 

CONCLUSION 

The Imla’ Manzhur method significantly improves the Arabic writing skills of 
MTsS Nurul Falah students. The method enhances spelling accuracy, reduces errors, 
strengthens memory, and increases student motivation. It is highly recommended for 
Arabic writing instruction at the MTs level or similar contexts. 
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